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1.

Introduction

What is Plan A for Alvescot? Where did it come from? How will it be used?
Plan A for Alvescot sets out the most important questions for people living in our
village and actions to be taken over the next five years to address those
questions. It is an example of what is known as a Community Led Plan and is
based on extensive consultation with residents.
Compiling the Plan began in October 2013 when the parish council organised a
public meeting at which a representative of Oxfordshire Rural Community Council
explained the idea. The event was attended by over 45 residents, who
participated in an exercise to start scoping the themes for the Plan. From those
attending, a steering group of ten volunteers was formed.
An initial questionnaire was circulated to all households in early 2014, seeking
views on the topics already raised and asking for suggestions of other topics.
There were 89 responses to that questionnaire.
Meanwhile, throughout 2014, the steering group organised a series of events,
including an Easter Egg Hunt, a young people's sports day, a village quiz and a
stall at the village fete, designed to raise awareness of the planning process and
engage residents in discussing the key themes.
In January 2015 a Consultation Draft Plan was published, based on an
assessment of all the comments and suggestions which had been gathered. 40
people made detailed comments, which the steering group used to review the
draft Plan and focus on the most important priorities and actions.
There then followed a series of discussions with key organisations in the village
and beyond, who would have the responsibility of implementing actions in the
Plan. These organisations included the parish council, village hall committee,
parochial church council, village school, West Oxfordshire District Council and
Thames Valley Police.
Plan A for Alvescot covers a period of five years from 2016 to 2020. Many of the
actions should be completed well before the expiry of the Plan; others will no
doubt need to be modified or rolled forward as the world changes. Unlike a formal
Neighbourhood Development Plan this Community Led Plan has no statutory
authority. However it will be a valuable tool in influencing the decisions made by
bodies such as the district council, and in guiding the actions of village
organisations.
The Plan was commissioned by the Parish Council, but the steering group which
produced it is independent, and will continue to have a role in monitoring progress
in achieving the goals set out in the Plan. It intends to publish brief annual reports
to the village on progress.
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2.

Alvescot

For a brief history of the village, please see Appendix A.
Alvescot lies about a mile and a half from Carterton, the second largest town in
West Oxfordshire, on the main road toward Bampton and Faringdon. Many of the
homes lie along the main road, with a substantial number also located south of
the main road in Lower End. A smaller number of dwellings are to be found to the
other side, past St Peter's Church, on Mill Lane.
Many houses date from Alvescot's largely agricultural past, being either originally
farmhouses, farm-workers' cottages or barn conversions. Other houses are more
modern in-fill. Although most employment is now outside the village, Alvescot still
has working farms and has retained its rural nature.
Since 1988 a large part of the village has been a designated Conservation Area.
The village is low-lying in the valley of the Shill Brook and has in the past
experienced problems with flooding. Proximity to RAF Brize Norton inevitably
means that aircraft noise can be considered an issue, although liaison between
the RAF and local communities tries to minimise the nuisance.
Residents are served by a number of village facilities – the village hall, St Peter's
Church, St Peter's School, the Plough Inn, the playing field and playground – all of
which feature in Plan A. There has been no village shop or post office since
before the end of the last millennium.
At the time of publication of this Plan the village is linked to Carterton and to
Witney by a regular bus service, but there are indications that this may be
withdrawn owing to government austerity measures.
Some vital statistics
According to the 2011 Census
o 472 people live in the village
o 132 of them are aged 0 to 19, which a higher proportion than the national
average
o 90 of them are 60 or over, which is a lower proportion than the national
average
o There are 182 households, 6 of them without central heating
o Car ownership (1.9 per household) is higher than the national average
o 65 residents or 25% of those economically active*, are self-employed – well
above the district and national averages
o 17 residents or 6% of those economically active* are unemployed – above the
district average but similar to the national average
o 21 residents are from ethnic minority backgrounds, which is 4.4% - well below
district (7.4%) and national (20%) averages
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o There are 9 single parent households – 4.9%, which similar to the district
average
o 44 residents have their activities limited by illness – 9.3%, which is below
district and national averages
o 7 residents (1.5%) are providing 20 hours a week or more of unpaid care –
well below district and national averages.
* "economically active" means those who are either in work or seeking work

5

3.

Key themes

Most people like living in the village. Reasons given include its rural nature, other
people and the opportunity to participate in community activity. People value
facilities, most notably the village hall, the church, the school and the pub.
Access to neighbouring settlements, especially Carterton, is important. Generally
people feel safe living here.
Things that people don't like include speeding traffic and the minority of dog
owners who don't clean up after their pets.
During the consultation the important part played in village life by the voluntary
efforts of a relatively few members of the community was made plain. So too was
a willingness on the part of many respondents to become more involved in village
activities. A thread likely to run through Alvescot life in the future will be finding
more opportunities for volunteering.
Under each of the following ten themes we report the key points which emerged
from the consultation, together with suggestions which people had for addressing
them. We explain how and why certain points were selected for inclusion by the
steering group, and the results of discussing proposals with third parties who
would have responsibility for committing to and delivering actions.
Because the process of creating the Plan has taken a little over two years, some
events have overtaken it, and indeed some of the suggestions for action have
actually happened.

Theme 1: Housing
An important concern for residents in the period leading up to and during the
consultation was the sustained attempt by developers to have Alvescot Down
designated as a strategic site for the building of over 1,000 houses ("Carterton
West"). There was clear support for the position the parish council had adopted
to oppose this. The parish council has reaffirmed its policy on resisting largescale developments in the parish.
However a strong majority of respondents to the Consultation Draft were in favour
of limited development in the village, provided it is in keeping with the scale and
character of the village. In particular, there was backing for affordable housing,
although this was qualified with comments about:
o limiting the number
o ensuring the homes are for people with a connection to the village
o requiring design of new homes to be in character
o assessing actual need and being clear about what may already be available.
Initial discussions have been held with the district council which have begun to
clarify options for the creation of affordable housing in the village. A first step will
be to identify a suitable site.
A suggestion that the parish council consult in confidence with land owners in
order to identify potential sites for appropriate small-scale housing development
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received support from most respondents. Some of those who were not in favour
were concerned about a possible lack of transparency.

Theme 2: Places and spaces
Places where people can meet and participate in community activity are vital to
the village. It is important that they remain available and fit for purpose. A
number of issues emerged during the consultation.
St Peter's School
From the very start of consultation for Plan A, it was evident that the village school
plays an important role in the life of the village, and that most see it as an asset.
During consultation two key issues emerged: the aspiration to enlarge the school
in order to extend the age range of pupils, and the use of the school building by
the community.
Just under half of respondents to the Consultation Draft were supportive of the
aim to enlarge the school, slightly fewer were not in favour. and the remainder
declared they had no opinion or were undecided.
Those in favour of enlarging the school had various opinions about an appropriate
site. There was little support for what at the time was the school's preferred
option beside the church. However during the drafting of Plan A it was accepted
that this site was not an option, and the school is now focusing on development
on its own site. Following achievement of Academy status in 2015 a small
working group of governors was established to pursue plans for two new
classrooms on the top field, subject to consent to become a full primary school,
raising funds and gaining planning permission.
Just over half of respondents did not think that the school buildings could or
should be used more for community activities. The principal reasons given
related to the practicalities of access and security, which the school has confirmed
are a problem. Although there was some reference to the history of a "community
room" in the school no formal evidence of this has come to light.
Despite this constraint on the use of its buildings, the school remains committed
to playing an important role in the life of the village, for example through strong
involvement in the organisation of and participation in the annual Fete.
Village Hall
The village hall is seen as a valuable community asset and is used for a number
of regular and one-off activities. The consultation asked for views about how the
hall and the programme of activities might be developed in the future. The
majority of those who responded supported development.
The most frequent suggestion was for better cooking facilities. Others mentioned
improved storage and better heating. The village hall committee has considered
the potential for improved cooking facilities but concludes that this is limited by
available space.
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Two respondents proposed looking for an alternative site, and three suggested a
combined project with the school if the latter were to expand/relocate.
A wide range of activities was suggested, including keep fit, yoga, bingo,
homecraft, films, music events, children's club. There were two mentions for
banning dog training, and one specific endorsement of this activity.
St Peter's Church
During the consultation period the first phase of work was completed to enable
the church to accommodate greater community use. Fund-raising to complete the
work is now under way.
There was a very wide range of suggestions for use including book club, local
history, musical events and other performances, conferences, children's/ family
activities, school use, exhibitions, a Sunday School, and adult education. The
parochial church council has indicated that these are all possibilities. Some
activities have already been introduced, such as occasional public lectures, which
also the support fund-raising effort.
There were a number of references to the need for activities to be appropriate to
the sacred nature of the building. The PCC acknowledges this, while pointing out
that without other activities funding to keep the building going would be in doubt.
As a part of the village's heritage the PCC is keen to see it used by a broad crosssection of the community.
Several respondents mentioned the need to co-ordinate use with the village hall –
rather than competition – and the PCC confirms it is not seeking to compete.
There was also reference to the poor state of the car park; however during the
course of the consultation the car park was improved.
Village pub
When consultation on the Plan started there was uncertainty about the future of
the Plough Inn as the tenants of some years standing were leaving. New tenants
took on the management, but consultation revealed some dissatisfaction with the
ambiance and standard of service, which appeared to be reflected in uneven
usage. More recently the tenancy has changed hands again and there is clear
evidence of the pub once again becoming a popular village asset, serving not only
residents but visitors from a wide radius.
While there are now no immediate concerns about the pub, the recent experience
has suggested the need to ensure its longer term future, should it ever run into
similar difficulties. It is proposed therefore that the parish council investigate its
registration as a Community Asset.
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Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA), playing field and playground
These facilities, which are maintained by the parish council, were generally
thought to be good. Their importance to young people was highlighted, with
suggestions that any future improvements should be a focus for consultation with
that age group in particular. The need for more storage space in addition to the
existing lock-up was raised; this is a matter which is being considered by the
village hall committee and the parish council.
Some suggestions were made for improving the security of the playground, which
have been acted upon.
Other comments
There were few other comments regarding spaces and places, other than some
generally positive remarks about the range of facilities available in the village.
One person raised the possibility of creating a cricket pitch, while someone else
suggested organising Saturday evening family barbecues.

Theme 3: Shared activities
At all stages of the consultation a recurrent theme was how much people value
taking part in community events, such as the annual fete and activities at the
school, church and village hall.
Activities for young people
To publicise work on compiling Plan A a number of one-off events were
organised, especially for young people and families, and it was evident that these
events were appreciated in their own right. Feedback often mentioned the
particular need to provide activities for children and young people. The
Consultation Draft sought suggestions about such provision, including the
possibility of establishing a youth forum to enable this age range to put forward
ideas and organise their own activities.
However there were very few responses from young people and adult
respondents were reluctant to make suggestions on their behalf. Among
suggestions that were made there were references to a youth club, sports and
other events. Involving young people in village activities such as the litter pick
was proposed by one respondent.
Several replies stressed the importance of identifying the young people in the
village and consulting them, including expressions of support for a youth forum
and a reminder that many young people use Facebook. There was one
suggestion that young people in Black Bourton and other neighbouring villages
might be approached.
Provision of transport to Carterton to access its youth facilities was proposed by
three people.
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Suggestions from younger respondents included: a youth club, a shop, a skate
park, an upgrade of the play park, cycle routes to Carterton and Lechlade, and a
theatre. Although there were two comments in favour of a skate park, another
warned of the risk of attracting "unwanted congregations" of non-local youth,
particularly in the event of the Carterton skate park closing.
There was little support for creating a youth forum, including from among those
respondents identified as young people.
Keeping in touch – social media
Asked if they would fund a village website or Facebook page useful for knowing
what is going on in the village, a majority said they would, although several people
made the point that they still rely on written media (e.g. Alvescot Forum and the
noticeboard) for information. One person suggested starting an e-mail-based
"round robin" for disseminating information. There was no interest in using
Twitter.
During the consultation period the village hall committee took the initiative to set
up a village website. The intention is that it should become a source of broad
information about the village and events.
As part of the consultation a Plan A Facebook page was created, and there is
some evidence it being used by residents to share views and information.
Keeping in touch – Parish Pump
All respondents to the Consultation Draft said they receive the Parish Pump
regularly, and most of them read it – at least one of them "cover to cover". For the
minority who don't read it the reason given was a perception that it contained
nothing of relevance to young people.
There were a number of comments, many of them saying how useful they found
the content. Others said they were only interested in the Alvescot section, and
there were two comments that there was a danger of it being seen as simply a
church newsletter. There was one comment about the lack of current information,
as it is a monthly publication.
One person suggested that Alvescot might have its own quarterly publication
which is more comprehensive than the Alvescot Forum.
Shared activities – other comments
The following suggestions were made: healthy walks, Christmas events, shared
veg growing, a bus shelter book swap, tidying the noticeboard. Satisfaction was
expressed with existing activities including the fete and the barn dance. Two
people remarked on levels of apathy. There were two comments about difficulty
in finding out about what is on offer at the village hall. This may be addressed by
the introduction of the village hall website.
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Theme 4: Traffic and parking
Speeding is a perennial problem in the village, as in many rural settlements. The
installation of vehicle activated signs (VAS) in 2014 to remind drivers of the speed
limit had some success in slowing some offenders down. A range of suggestions
came forward for further measures to tackle the problem including, in order of
popularity, speed traps, physical interventions such as chicanes, and more
signage. To supplement the occasional speed traps already set up from time to
time by the police, there was one suggestion for a community warden scheme
similar to that trialled in some parishes, in which volunteers are trained to observe
and report persistently offending vehicles.
Although there was support for the introduction of a pedestrian crossing, this has
been investigated and, because of restrictions on the siting of crossings, there is
no practical location for one. There are similar limitations on the positioning of
school crossing wardens, another proposition which has been explored.
The parish council has agreed to explore a number of the suggestions made
through discussion with the County Council and Thames Valley Police.
With regard to parking, there is some concern about congestion caused by
parking on Mill Lane and the main road around the junction with Lower End at the
start and end of the school day. The school actively encourages parents to use
off-street parking at the church and village hall but a minority do not comply.
There were some suggestions as to how to address this problem: a volunteer
"warden" scheme, more involvement of community police support officers, and
signs to remind parents. It was also pointed out that improving the church and
village hall car parks might encourage more people to use them: both have been
improved during the course of consultation.
The poor condition of the village hall car park was highlighted. In 2015 this was
addressed by temporary filling of pot holes, and a longer-term solution will be
implemented subject to available funding.

Theme 5: Getting around
Though many in the village own cars others rely on public transport or prefer to
cycle.
The main public transport link is the service 19 to Carterton or Witney which
currently runs hourly until early evening. The service received little comment in
the consultation; however more recently the county council's withdrawal of
subsidy has placed its future in serious question.
The Consultation Draft sought people's views about establishing a car sharing or
volunteer driver scheme. The response to both ideas was mixed. Some felt both
car sharing and volunteer driving were good ideas, but a number saw a range of
practical difficulties. Very few said they would be able or willing to offer their
services to a volunteer driver scheme. It was suggested that informal car sharing
could be organised through a website. These ideas may need to be revisited in
future if the village loses its bus service.
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The network of footpaths and bridleways (public rights of way) in and around the
village are well used and valued. Some commented on the scope for improving
their maintenance and suggested a survey to identify work needed. Two
volunteers have come forward to conduct such a survey.
There were also comments regarding footways (pavements) in the village and the
need for them to be better maintained and possibly extended, especially in the
direction of Carterton.
A suggestion for creating a cycle path to Carterton (and possibly Bampton)
received positive support and will be investigated by the parish council.

Theme 6: Village maintenance
People take a pride in the appearance of the village. In order to keep the public
parts presentable the parish council employs a local contractor to cut verges and
other areas, and commissions regular tidying of the centre of the village by a
resident on a voluntary basis.
Three key concerns emerged.
Litter
While Alvescot probably experiences relatively little littering, a certain amount is
deposited from vehicles passing through. In addition to the volunteer who tidies
the centre weekly, some residents pick up litter on an ad hoc basis. Several
respondents to the consultation supported the idea of occasional organised litter
picks and as a result the parish council now organises six-monthly community
clear-ups.
Dog mess
Most dog walkers are responsible and clear up after their pets using the bins
provided around the village. The minority who don't cause a real nuisance to
others. The commonest suggestion for dealing with this problem was more
publicity to remind people of their responsibilities, although doubt was expressed
regarding the likely effectiveness. Some people suggested more bins; but, after
consideration of the costs and the likelihood that lack of bins lay at the root of the
problem, the parish council has indicated that it does not plan to increase the
number.
War memorial
The memorial, which commemorates the names of villagers killed in action in two
world wars, requires occasional cleaning and it is noticeable that the incised
lettering is becoming less distinct. Villagers are concerned that it should be
properly cared for and the parish council has taken advice on its maintenance.
Because of the nature of the stone, techniques such as power washing are likely
to cause damage and the recommended use of water and a soft brush has been
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applied. The parish council has been asked to consider how best to ensure the
names remain legible and favours the addition of a plaque to the pediment.
Other maintenance issues
In future more maintenance jobs which until now have been carried out or paid for
by the county council – e.g. grass cutting and maintaining public rights of way –
will be passed on to the parish council, placing demands on the parish precept.
Responses to the Consultation Draft indicated some support for more voluntary
community involvement in projects. Tasks which were suggested in responses
include: refurbishing the bus shelters, clearing footways, planting schemes and
replacing worn direction signs.

Theme 7: Services
For a rural settlement Alvescot is not badly served by "main services". Most of
the village has access to mains water and sewerage. It was one of the first rural
communities in Oxfordshire to be connected to high speed broadband. On the
other hand there is no piped gas supply and mobile phone reception is patchy and
varies according to service provider.
The consultation focused on three main questions.
Heating oil supply
There was a degree of interest in creating a collective purchasing scheme for
cheaper heating oil. However several people replied that they already belong to a
scheme organised by Black Bourton. The most sensible course of action
therefore is to promote the existing scheme rather than create a new one.
Gas supply
A supplier has offered to connect most of the village to mains gas if a sufficient
number of residents signed up. There is relatively little enthusiasm for this, partly
because of the capital cost of installing new boilers.
Mobile phone signal
Responses mirrored the variability of people's experience. It emerged that
Vodaphone has the best record for reliable reception locally. There were
suggestions for installing an aerial, for example on the church tower.

Theme 8: Safety
Overall people said they feel safe living in Alvescot, and that little needs to be
done to make it safer. Some asked about the services offered by community
policing generally and the potential for reviving a Neighbourhood Watch scheme
in particular.
Other comments focused on the effect of firework displays on horses, additional
street lighting and installation of CCTV. In response the parish council now
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ensures that horse owners are informed of plans for the village firework display on
5 November, and has debated additional street lighting and CCTV but considers
these both prohibitively expensive and out of keeping with the rural character of
the village.

Theme 9: Flooding
Although there have been a number of flood prevention projects in the village
since the 2007 floods, there is still some concern regarding the Shill Brook/Mill
Stream, and part of Lower End occasionally experiences raw sewage escaping
into the road and gardens. These matters have been drawn to the attention of the
Environment Agency and Thames Water.
Some respondents commented that some drains and ditches are not kept as clear
as they should be, and that some land-owners have filled in ditches.

Theme 10: Emergency planning
Flooding is one possible emergency which could affect Alvescot; so too could
other adverse weather conditions such as snow. Residents are generally
resourceful in such circumstances, but it is useful to know what resources are
available from outside the village and how the more vulnerable residents can be
helped.
At a basic level there is support for the provision of a list of useful contact details.
Regarding a more detailed emergency plan it was suggested that there are
formats which can be followed, such as that produced by Bampton Parish
Council.
Other comments suggested maintaining a stock of emergency equipment (e.g.
sandbags). However sandbags do not store well and, when the need arises, they
are readily available from the district council.
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4.

The Action Plan

Consultation on Plan A for Alvescot raised many issues and suggestions for improving life in the village, which have been summarised
in the preceding section. The steering committee has had the task of evaluating and prioritising them for action, based partly on the
strength of feeling expressed and partly on what is achievable. The result is the following action plan. It will be monitored by the
steering group who will publish an annual progress report and update.

Theme 1: Housing

1.1

Issue

Action

By whom

Housing development in
Alvescot.

Maintain policy of resisting large scale
developments in the parish.

Parish
council

Support small scale development in
keeping with scale and character of
village.

Parish
council

Objective
(measure of
success)
Adopted Local Plan
excludes large scale
development in
parish.
Adopt policy.
Implement.

Timescale

Uncertain: Local
Plan unlikely to be
adopted before
late 2017.
Oct 2016
ongoing

1.2

Identifying potential
suitable sites for small
scale development

Make known willingness to enter into
discussions with local land owners.

Parish
council

Up to two potential
sites identified.

July 2017

1.3

Affordable housing for
people with an Alvescot
connection

Identify potential site(s). See 1.2.

Parish
council
Parish
council

Site(s) identified.

July 2017

Scheme agreed.

July 2018

Develop scheme with district council

Theme 2: Places and spaces
Issue

2.1

2.2
2.3

2.4

Enlargement of St
Peter's School

Additional storage for
village hall
Use of church

Ensure long-term
security of retaining pub
in village

Action

By whom

Pursue permission to become full
primary school.
Build two new classrooms on top
field.
Build new lock-up.
Raise funds to complete the
programme of improvements.
Develop range of community
activities.
Investigate implications of registering
the pub as a Community Asset.
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Objective
(measure of
success)
Permission gained.

Sept 2016

First classroom built.

Sept 2017

Village hall
committee
Parochial
church
council

Lock-up built.

Dec 2016

Programme
completed.
Number of events
annually.

Dec 2018

Parish
council

Decision on whether
to proceed.

Oct 2016

School

Timescale

on-going

Theme 3: Shared activities
Issue

3.1

Activities for young
people

Action

By whom

Organise occasional events targeted
at young people and families

Plan A
steering
group
Continue to consult young people and Plan A
their families informally on what they
steering
want
group

Objective
(measure of
success)
At least one targeted
event a year

Timescale

ongoing

Annual review of
results

ongoing

3.2

Plan A Facebook page

Maintain and promote the page as a
discussion and information forum

Plan A
steering
group

No. of followers
No. of hits

ongoing

3.3

Develop and promote
village website

Village hall
committee

No. of contributions.
No. of hits.

ongoing

3.4

Bugle accompaniment
for Armistice Day

Gain input and support from other
village organisations and individuals
with relevant skills.
Source competent bugle player

Parish
council and
PCC

Bugler found

Nov 2016
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Theme 4: Traffic and parking
Issue

Action

By whom

Timescale

4.1

Village car park

Resurface car park with longer-lasting
material

4.2

Traffic calming

Approach County Council and
Parish
Thames Valley Police re extending 40 council
mph limit, a 20 mph limit in Lower End
and other calming options

Adoption of measures Sept 2017
which reduce
speeding in village

Consider implementing a community
warden scheme to deter speeders,
based on experience of where it has
been tried elsewhere.

Consult parish(es)
with experience and
decide whether to
proceed
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Parish
council

Objective
(measure of
success)
Improved and longerlasting surface

Parish
council

March 2017

Oct 2016

Theme 5: Getting around
Issue

5.1

5.2

Condition of footpaths

5.3

Footways between Rose
Barn and cattery
Cycle paths

5.4

Direction signage

Action

By whom

Objective
(measure of
success)
Survey completed

Timescale

Undertake survey to identify
maintenance/improvement needs.

Parish
council

Initiate programme of improvements,
including liaising with land-owners re
actions needed.

Parish
council

Programme
completed.

July 2017

Approach OCC regarding feasibility of
extension
Investigate options and feasibility of
establishing paths to Carterton and
Bampton
Review and if necessary seek to
improve direction and road signage in
Lower End

Parish
council
Parish
council

Feasibility or
otherwise established
Feasibility or
otherwise established

Oct 2016

Parish
council

Review completed.
Any necessary and
feasible
improvements
completed.

Sept 2016
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Dec 2016

March 2017

June 2017

Theme 6: Village maintenance
Issue

6.1

Care of war memorial

6.2

Litter clearing

6.3

Dog mess

Action

By whom

Commission a plaque for the war
memorial,

Parish
council

Clean annually.

Parish
council
Parish
council
Parish
council

Organise six-monthly village cleanups.
Sustained publicity re responsible pet
ownership.
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Objective
(measure of
success)
Plaque installed

Timescale

Nov 2016

Clean

Nov annually

Two clean-ups held
each year
Reduction in
incidence.

Dec annually
June 2017

Theme 7: Services
Issue

7.1

Heating oil supply

7.2

Mobile phone reception

Action

By whom

Advertise availability of Black Bourton
joint purchasing scheme through
Alvescot Forum and village welcome
pack.
Investigate options for booster aerial.

Parish
council

Plan A
steering
group

Objective
(measure of
success)
Public awareness of
scheme.

Identified option if
possible

Timescale

ongoing

Dec 2016

Theme 8: Safety
Issue

8.1

Neighbourhood Watch

Action

By whom

Relaunch scheme, starting with public
meeting with Community Police
Support Officer
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Plan A
steering
group

Objective
(measure of
success)
Public meeting held.
Scheme launched.

Timescale

Dec 2016
Mar 2017

Theme 9: Flooding
Issue

Action

By whom

9.1

Flood prevention

Check past flood risk study for any
actions not followed up.

Parish
council

9.2

Poor maintenance of
drains, ditches etc

Notify relevant agency or land-owner,
and ensure action is taken.

Parish
council

Objective
Timescale
(measure of
success)
Any outstanding
Dec 2016
actions identified, and
taken up with relevant
agency
Remedial action
ongoing
taken

Theme 10: Emergency planning
Issue

Action

By whom

10.1

Emergency contacts

Produce list of emergency contact
phone numbers

Parish
council

Objective
(measure of
success)
List compiled and
published

10.2.

Emergency plan

Produce emergency plan for village

Parish
council

Plan written and
published
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Timescale

Dec 2016

June 2017

Appendix A

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ALVESCOT
Alvescot has a rich and varied past.
The village is possibly named after Elphegus, a monk from Glastonbury. The
mixture of Oxford clay and Cornbrash has made an ideal place for settlement.
There is evidence of occupation from the Neolithic up to Roman times, even
Roman tiles built into the Church.
The Saxon period graced us with several field names and a fine saucer brooch
alongside a beaver’s tooth from near the Marsh. The Kelloway ridge on which the
Church is built was the site of the main village during the late Saxon and early
Medieval period with the manorial complex in Old Court providing the focus.
In the Domesday Book, 1086, ‘Elfegescote’ was held by Særic from the King and
was 2 hides of land worth 50s and supporting 4 smallholders and 2 slaves, but
another settlement in the parish, ‘Alwoldesberie’, returned 4 hides worth £4 and
boasted 5 villagers, 6 smallholders and 2 slaves.
Alvescot came under the Minster at Bampton but was allowed to have its own
chapel in 1110, but no burials until the 1500s.
In 1360/61 the chapel with the Manors of Alvescot and Awoldesbury were given
as a gift to Edington Priory. The ownership remained with the Priory up to 1540
when Sir Anthony Hungerford bought Alvescot. (Awoldesbury had ceased to exist
by this time, whether absorbed into Alvescot, or the field name ‘Black Pitts’ might
hold a clue!)
During the 16th Century the village moved down to its present site along the road.
A lintel in Manor Farm is dated 1563. Sir William Ayshcombe purchased the
Manor in 1619 and built Shield House. It was in this house that a weary Charles I,
his two sons and Lord Falkland rested on 17th September 1643, two days before
the battle of Newbury in which Lord Falkland died.
The 18th Century saw great changes – Enclosure in 1796, two Model farmsteads
being built – Park Farm by Richard Kirby and Home Farm and Shill House by
James Nalder.
During the 1880s a Methodist Chapel (later a reading room and HQ for the 1st
Alvescot Air Scouts) and Strict Baptist Chapel were built and the Church was
restored. William Morris’s company installed the two windows designed by
Edward Burne-Jones – Christ the Sower and Ruth the Gleaner. In 1804
Alexander Oakey came to the village and built The Poplars. Later Oakeys
farmed, ran The Plough, operated broughams to serve the Railway Station and
started a haulage company.
The last century probably saw the greatest changes. Two World Wars have taken
their toll of village men and evacuees have settled here. Where for centuries

Alvescot was a small agrarian community, services such as the village shops and
petrol station, two pubs and a post office have been lost. Many new houses have
been built, with an influx of new people so that now most work outside the village,
but many show an interest and embrace the community they have joined.
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VILLAGE APPRAISAL 2000
In 1998 the parish council decided to sponsor a questionnaire-based Village
Appraisal project as promoted at the time by Oxfordshire Rural Community
Council. The report of the project was published in 2000 providing a snapshot of
Alvescot at the start of the new millennium. As well as reporting the results of the
questionnaire it included descriptions of various aspects of the village and a map
showing the location of properties. This map has recently been updated.
Many of the issues raised in the millennium questionnaire sound familiar.
Speeding traffic, dog mess, activities for young people, upkeep of pavements and
better communications all featured.
An action plan included in the Appraisal specified measures which were to be
taken to address these issues. Looking back, it is encouraging to see that many
of these have been achieved either fully or at least in part. Extension of the
speed limit and introduction of the traffic-calming Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS)
have gone some way to reducing speeding. A second bus shelter opposite the
existing one was procured. Display of the agendas for forthcoming parish council
meetings, including planning proposals due to be considered, was initiated using
the village notice board.
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Key to the Map Number for Dwellings and Communal Buildings
(outlying dwellings off map denoted *)

1 Alvescot Downs Cottages *
2 Alvescot Downs Cottages *
Alvescot Downs Farm *
Alvescot Field Farm *
Alvescot House
Alvescot Lodge
Alvescot Stud Cottage, Alvescot Field Farm *
Amberley
Anvil
Apple Meadow
The Ark
Arkam
Avening
The Barn, Bazeland Farm *
Bazeland Farm *
Beechcroft
Bourton End
Bridleway
Broadwell Barn, 2 Oakey Close
Brook House, 11 Oakey Close
1 Brownes Cottages
2 Brownes Cottages
3 Brownes Cottages
3 The Bungalow, Lower End
Butlers Barn, Butlers Court Farm
Butlers Court
Butlers Court Farm
Cairnton House, 1 Oakey Close
Cedar Lodge
Chestnut Cottage, 1 Chestnut View
3 Chestnut View
4 Chestnut View
5 Chestnut View
6 Chestnut View
7 Chestnut View
Clacks Cottage
Cotswold
Court Barn, Butlers Court Farm
Drinkwater Cottage
Edmonds Barn

195
196
194
197
40
5
199
107
168
110
4
171
102
184
183
175
178
105
100
92
125
124
123
104
27
28
24
101
181
128
126
129
130
131
132
136
167
26
56
22

Elm Cottage
Erin House, 3 Oakey Close
Firethorne
The Firs
Flagstone Barn, Home Farm Barns
Florence Corner, Clerk's Piece
Forge Cottage
Four Winds
1 Gassons Mead
2 Gassons Mead
3 Gassons Mead
4 Gassons Mead
5 Gassons Mead
6 Gassons Mead
7 Gassons Mead
8 Gassons Mead
9 Gassons Mead
10 Gassons Mead
1 Gilsons Field *
2 Gilsons Field *
3 Gilsons Field *
4 Gilsons Field *
The Granary, Home Farm Barns
Granary Cottage *
1 The Green
2 The Green
3 The Green
4 The Green
5 The Green
6 The Green
7 The Green
8 The Green
9 The Green
10 The Green
11 The Green
12 The Green
1 Greystones Court
2 Greystones Court
4 Greystones Court
5 Greystones Court

170
99
176
172
15
69
169
103
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
190
191
192
193
12
188
76
75
74
73
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
116
117
119
120

Greystones House
Hawthorne House
Holly Court House
Holly Tree Cottage
Home Farm
Honeypot Cottage
Ivy Barn, Home Farm Barns
Ivy Cottage, Main Road
Ivy Cottage, Lower End
Jasmine Cottage
Kenn's Farm *
La Ruche, 4 Oakey Close
Ladywood
Light Trees
Little Barn, Park Farm
Magnolia Cottage
Manor Barn
Manor Cottage
Manor Farm
May Cottage, 2 Chestnut View
Meadow Barn, Home Farm Barns
Micheli
The Mill
Mill Cottage
Mitchell Cottage
Myrtle Cottage
Oak House
5 Oakey Close
10 Oakey Close
The Old Bakery
The Old Chapel
Old Court Cottage
The Old Post Office
The Old Rectory
Old Rectory Farmhouse
The Old Stables
The Old Stables, Butlers Court Farm
Orchard House, Clerk's Piece
Overgreen
The Paddocks

121
177
8
47
9
34
14
38
109
37
186
98
50
85
88
68
20
36
23
127
16
106
45
43
133
7
91
97
93
166
33
46
57
174
111
41
25
70
72
173

29

Park House
Pathfields
1 Pemscott Close
2 Pemscott Close
3 Pemscott Close
4 Pemscott Close
5 Pemscott Close
6 Pemscott Close
7 Pemscott Close
8 Pemscott Close
9 Pemscott Close
10 Pemscott Close
11 Pemscott Close
12 Pemscott Close
13 Pemscott Close
14 Pemscott Close
Penrush Cottage, Park Farm
The Plough
Primrose Cottage
Priory Barn
Ramblers Cottage
Rectory Barn
Rectory Cottage
Red Lion Cottage
Red Lion House
Renecros Cottage
Rickyard Cottage
Rock Cottage
Rose Barn
Rose Barn Cottage
Rose Cottage, Lower End
Rose Cottage, The Yard
Rothbury
The Russets, No 3 Greystones Court
The School House
Shill Cottage
Shill House
Shill House Cottage
Shill Lodge
Springfield House

90
180
157
156
155
154
153
152
151
150
158
159
161
160
162
163
86
39
134
89
30
113
112
55
54
31
21
6
1
2
122
71
179
118
53
48
18
19
17
3

St Peters Church
St Peters School
The Stable Barn
Stable Cottage *
Stable Cottage, Alvescot Field Farm *
Stamford House, 6 Oakey Close
Station Bungalow
Stepside, 9 Oakey Close
Stone Cottage
Stoneycroft
Tawny Cottage, Park Farm
1 Thorpes Field
2 Thorpes Field
3 Thorpes Field
4 Thorpes Field
5 Thorpes Field
6 Thorpes Field
7 Thorpes Field
8 Thorpes Field
9 Thorpes Field
10 Thorpes Field
12 Thorpes Field
14 Thorpes Field
16 Thorpes Field
Tower Barn, Home Farm Barns
Ty Nant *
Village Hall
Vine Cottage
Walnut Barn, Home Farm Barns
Walnut Cottage
Watermill Cottage
West End House, 8 Oakey Close
1 West View
2 West View
Willow Barn, Bazeland Farm *
Willow Barn, Home Farm Barns
Willow Cottage
Yew Tree Cottage

51
52
114
189
198
96
182
94
115
35
87
149
137
148
138
147
139
146
140
145
141
142
143
144
13
187
32
49
10
108
44
95
165
164
185
11
42
135
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